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boundaries. Each is about the size of Massachusetts and Connecticut
Each has over 8 million people—2 million more than those two states
combined. Together they equal West Virginia in size, but have ten times
as many people. Belgium and the Netherlands have grown populous be-
cause of a level plain, fertile soil, an unexcelled climate, energetic people,
and a location close to the North Sea, the English Channel, the mouth of
the Rhine, and the three great countries of Germany, France, and Britain.
They have been handicapped because their land boundaries everywhere
lie in the level plain or among hills so low that they can be easily crossed.
Because higher hills lie southeast of this narrow section of the plain,
armies have repeatedly moved through the Low Countries, instead of
directly across the hills between Germany and France. This happened
in the wars of Napoleon, the first World War, and still more fully in the
Second World War. The Netherlands includes the mouth of the Rhine,
which is Germany's most important river. Its seaports give direct access
to the most frequented part of the North Sea. Hence in 1940 the Germans
insisted that the Netherlands must become part of the German "Reich,'*
or new empire. In spite of this handicap these little countries stand at the
forefront in manufacturing, commerce, prosperity, and general progress*
A large part of their people—about half in the Netherlands—live in cities
of 20,000 or more inhabitants. Brussels in Belgium is one of the world's
few cities of close to a million people, and Antwerp is large. No Dutch
city equals Brussels in size, but Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and The Hague
each have half a million or more people. Rotterdam, Amsterdam, and
Antwerp are great centers of trade, especially with colonial possessions.
Until 1940 the two Low Countries followed next after France and Great
Britain as possessors of large and valuable colonial possessions in the
tropics.
'Switzerland
Although Switzerland is an Alpine country, most of the Swiss do not
live in the Alps. From the Mediterranean Sea between Nice and Genoa
the great arc of those mighty mountains swings around to the head of
the Adriatic Sea near Trieste. Only a third of the Alps lies in Switzer-
land, but this is the part which tourists chiefly see. It is one of the
world's greatest playgrounds in both summer and winter. The main
work of Switzerland, however, is done in a broad, hilly valley north of
the Alps at a height of 1,500 to 2,000 feet above the sea. The valley ex-
tends from Lake Geneva on the west to Lake Constance (the Boden See
of the Germans) on the east. On the north it is bounded by the Jura
Mountains, which are low compared with the Alps, although many peaks
rise well above ?,000 feet. It is full of beautiful lakes—Neuchatel, Zurich,

